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S cotland is a country that forms part of the United 
Kingdom, located in the northern part of the island 
of Great Britain. It is known for its rich history 

and stunning landscapes. It offers many destination 
options including rugged Highlands, picturesque 
islands, or lively cities. My husband, Kian and I visited 
during September, which had varying temperatures 
from chilly to warm with some rainy days mixed in.

Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland, has been named 
one of the most beautiful cities in the world, and for good 
reason! The architecture and rolling green hills provide 
beautiful views in every direction. There are two major 
parts of the city, Old Town and New Town. Old Town 
is known for its medieval feel, with many narrow and 
winding streets lined with shops, pubs, and historical 
monuments and buildings. New Town is known for its 
wide avenues, beautiful squares, gardens, and plenty 
of shopping. Some of our favorite areas to walk around 
included the Royal Mile, Victoria Street, Princes Street 
and Grassmarket Square. Edinburgh Castle was a must 
see, perched high up on Castle Rock. You can see the 
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Scotland

BY GINA SIEKMAN, RESIDENT OF FOREST HILLS
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Kian & Gina on the Swilcan Bridge at St. Andrew’s.

Visiting Stirling Castle with the William Wallace 
Memorial Tower far behind us in the hills.

Scottish crown 
jewels, the daily One 
O’clock Gun fire, 
dungeons, rooms 
upon rooms of royal 
history, and amazing 
views of the city.

Short but scenic 
train rides away 
are some incredible 
destinations. The 
public transportation 

made it so easy to get around without needing to rent a 
car at very affordable rates. We saw more castles and 
small villages outside of Edinburgh, including Stirling 
Castle and Linlithgow Palace. Finally, one of our 
favorite stops was the Old Course at St. Andrews. The 
train ride alone offered endless views of small villages 
and the stunning North Sea. Before exploring the 
area, you must stop at the Old Course Hotel and have 
a whisky flight and lunch overlooking the course and 
coastline. We were able to see so much of the grounds, 
the iconic Swilcan Bridge, and even got to play the 18 
hole putting course.

One thing we didn’t have time for was visiting the 
Scottish Highlands and the islands throughout the 
country. Upon return, this would be the first thing we 
would do! Overall, it was an amazing destination and 
one of our favorite vacations to date!

Kian at the Old Course at St. Andrew’s Golf Course!

Walking down the vibrant Victoria Street.

Entrance gate of Edinburgh Castle.

A bagpiper on 
Princes Street with 

Edinburgh Castle 
in the background!
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More Golf Champions & 
A Western Party at Forest Hills!

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY ALI KAPLAN, DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING AT FOREST HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
SPONSORED BY THE JEFF LOTTMANN GROUP COMPASS REALTY GROUP, RESIDENT OF FOREST HILLS

AROUND THE CLUB

Installation
Service
Maintenance
New Construction
Renovations/Additions
Light Commercial

 It would be   

our privilege
to be your preferred local

HVAC team

Y o u r  S a y l o r s  S y s t e m s  T e a m

314-285-0920
SaylorsSystems.com

Request a 

Complimentary 

Proposal!

Are you a member ofForest Hills Country Club? We’d love to spotlight 
you! Email Bill.Tuttle@n2co.com for more details.

Membership at Forest Hills Country Club is by invitation only.
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1 / Golf trip to England & 
Scotland! Royal Lytham & 
St. Annes, Royal Liverpool, 
Royal Birkdale, Royal Troon, 
& Trump Turnberry. L to 
R: Matt Silverberg, John 
Durham, Mark Muschick, 
Steve Durham, Larry 
Giglio, Michael Walsh, Dan 
Walsh, Jimmy Bals, Craig 
Parres, Homer Sedhigi, Bob 
Whiting, & Nick Licavoli
2 / Congratulations to the 
2024 Forest Hills Men’s 
Member-Guest Champions, 
Mark Greenley & Louis 
Dubuque! Second place went 
to Mike Mitchell & Tyler Glynn.
3 / Kelsey Crosse, Sara Ellis, 
Haley Silverberg, Natalie 
Vacca & Alicia Lantzy 
showed out for the Forest 
Hills Western Party.
4 / Cowboys Gregor Yuska, 
Matt Jacober & Tony Daws!
5 / Charles & Barbara Nance, 
Jim & Anne McLaren, Kevin 
& Peggy Lorenz, Pat & Laurie 
Hopkins, & Chris & Jeff 
Watson donned their best 
western attire for this 60th 
Anniversary Celebration!
6 / Members enjoyed western-
themed entertainment such 
as a trick roper (pictured 
with Amanda Westall) & 
mechanical bull rides!
7 / Congratulations to the 
FHCC District Ladies, who 
won the championship for 
the second year in a row! 
This year, they defeated St. 
Albans at Westwood Country 
Club. L to R: Lisa Schad, Cathy 
Moffit, Sandy Schwartz, 
Taylor Healey, Laurie 
Hopkins & Jane Loomes
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R ecently, our Stroll Clarkson 
Valley neighbors, along with 
a few preferred community 

partners, enjoyed a social Neighbors’ 
Night Out at Forest Hills Country Club. 
Cocktails, food, and conversation with 
live entertainment featuring Clarkson 
Valley’s own Sound Unlimited! The 
club is over 55 years old and, for years, 
has been recognized as the premier 
private country club in the West St. 
Louis area. Members enjoy world-class 
golf and amenities within a friendly 
and inviting atmosphere.

Known as “The Family Club of 
Choice,” membership at Forest Hills 
Country Club offers an exclusive 
private club lifestyle without 
pretense or arrogance. Members take 
great pride in the friendly, family-
oriented environment where lifelong 
friendships and memories are created. 

Here’s what a few of our neighbors had 
to say about their experience:
•	Rick Vaduka (Kehrs Mill Estates): 

“It was a great opportunity to 
meet our neighbors and Stroll 
sponsors. Forest Hills is super nice 
and the event was entertaining!”

•	Jim & Frances Babb (Kehrs Mill 
Estates): “I love meeting new friends 
at the lovely Forest Hills night out!”

•	Susan Snyder (Kehrswood): 
“We enjoyed meeting and 
talking to our table mates. 
The music was very nice.”

•	Carol & Gary Presley (Kehrswood): 
“What a lovely place to interact with 
neighbors and make new friends. 
The food and staff were excellent!”

•	Tracy & Lee Allen (Forest Hills): 
“We enjoyed visiting with our 
neighbors and meeting some 
of the Stroll partners!”

•	Michelle & Jesse Swenson (Stroll 
Partners): “What a relaxing 
evening! We had a great time!”

•	Jeff & Susan Schweig (Kehrs 
Mill Estates): “Laid back. Great 
venue, food and music!”

•	Tracie Grimm (Kehrs Mill 
Estates): “We love Forest Hills. 
We hope to join soon!”

Forest Hills Country Club 
36 Forest Club Drive
Clarkson Valley, MO 63005
636-227-5030
foresthillscc.net

Forest Hills Country Club provided 
products and/or services free of charge 
in exchange for this review. Membership 
at Forest Hills Country Club is by 
invitation only. 

AT FOREST HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
NEIGHBORS’  NIGHT OUT
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1 / Mayor Sue McNamara with Varsha and Rick Vaduka! 2 / Frances Babb of Kehrs Mill Estates! 3 / Carol Presley of Kehrswood 4 / Bill Tuttle with 
Michelle & Jesse Swenson of Swenson Builders! 5 / Darrick & Jessie Griggs of Kehrs Mill Estates 6 / Debbie Weber of The Debbie Weber Team
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7 / Jen Babb of Malone Painting with Debbie Weber of The Debbis 
Weber Team Keller Williams Realty 8 / Rick & Varsha Vaduka of 
Kehrs Mill Estates! 9 / Bill Tuttle with Kim & Randall Johnson of 

Kehrs Mill Estates 10 / Rich Huemoeller with Sam Digirolamo!
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A Private Event for Clarkson Valley Living Residents. Sponsored by:

11 / Athena & Bill Tuttle of Stroll Clarkson Valley 12 / Tracy & Lee 
Allen of Allen Roofing and resident of Forest Hills with Clarkson 

Valley Mayor Sue McNamara 13 / Gus & Suzanne Otto of The 
Otto Group Realtors 14 / Brett Grimm, Darrick Griggs & Susan 
Schwieg! 15 / Michelle Swenson of Swenson Builders & Jessie 
Griggs of Kehrs Mill Estates 16 / Tracie Grimm, Jessie Griggs & 
Susan Schweig! 17 / Tracie Grimm & Jeff Schweig of Kehrs Mill 
Estates 18 / Bill with Gary Presley & John of Sound Unlimited! 

19 / Rick & Sharon Huemoeller of Kehrswood! 20 / Angi 
& Samantha Hess of Spas and More! 21 / Jeff & Chase 

Lottmann of The Jeff Lottmann Group Compass Realty Group, 
residents of Forest Hills with Mike Malone of Malone Painting 

22 / Phil & Lourdes Wight of Synergy Wealth Solutions
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